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Senior High Art student Maya Bykuc, wins 2nd 
National Award in As Many Years   
 

The Art Department would like to share a little good news! 

On March 16, 2020, the nonprofit Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, announced the National 
Medal recipients of the 2020 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, the nation’s longest-running and 
most prestigious recognition program for creative teens in grades 7–12.  Senior High Art stu-
dent Maya Bykuc, was selected to receive a Silver Medal Award for her painting Fuzz.   

Each year, the Alliance partners with more than 100 visual arts and literary arts organiza-
tions across the country to bring the Scholastic Awards to local communities. Teens in grades 7–
12 (ages 13 and up) apply in 29 categories of art and writing. In 2020, students submitted nearly 
320,000 works of art and writing to the Scholastic Awards, of which only 3,000 works received 
national recognition.  Receiving a National Medal places students within the top 1% of all sub-
missions! This honor opens doors for students by providing access to scholarship programs and 
workshops. It also provides the ability to have work published and displayed in regional and Na-
tional Exhibitions.  Since 1923, the Awards have celebrated teen artists and writers from across 
the country. Award winning students are now part of that legacy, joining the ranks of notable 
alumni, including Tschabalala Self, Stephen King, Kay WalkingStick, Charles White, Joyce Carol 
Oates, and Andy Warhol—all of whom won Scholastic Awards when they were teens. 

Please help the New Hartford Art Department extend a huge congratulations to Senior High 
Art student Maya Bykuc, on receiving a Silver Medal Award for her painting Fuzz. 
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Meeting the Social and  

Emotional Needs of          

Students a Top Priority 
Please be aware that there are resources available here in 

the High School to help support the social, emotional 

needs of our students and their families during this time. If 

you or anyone you know is struggling with feelings of iso-

lation, lack of motivation and symptoms associated with 

anxiety and/or depression, the counseling department is 

here to help. Please reach out and contact the High School 

School Social Worker, Trish Zupan, LCSW 

at tzupan@nhart.org or your child's school counselor, Mr. 

Lutz, Ms. VonSchiller Deep and Mr. Baldo with 

any concerns that you may have.    

 

The wave of coronavirus-driven school building closures 

has educators innovating and adopting distance learning 

methods to ensure that learning continues while we wait 

out the pandemic. Teachers and the District have tackled 

basic logistical problems, such as how to get devices into 

every student’s hands and how to deliver effective online 

instruction. However, students can experience feelings of 

anxiety and depression as a result of our current situation. 

Students may be struggling with existential fear and the 

emotional impacts of social distancing . 

Our social worker and school counselors are leveraging 
the same tools that teachers are using for effective dis-
tance learning to provide emotional support for students.  

 

 

mailto:tzupan@nhart.org
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Ecology Club 
MEDIA ADVISORY 

CONTACTS 
 
      Shawna Mulvihill - New Hartford Ecology Club Presi-
dent 

C: (315)404-6412 
Email: shawnamulvihill@aol.com (preference) 

 
Kira Corasanti - New Hartford Climate Action Team Lead-
er 

C: (315)-272-0511 
Email: kiracorasanti@gmail.com 
Nicole Farkouh - New Hartford Ecology Club Treasurer 

C: 315-982-8847 
Email: nfarkouh6@gmail.com 
 

Olivia Fowler - New Hartford Ecology Club Secretary 
C: 315-790-0474 

Email: oliviamfow@gmail.com  
 

For Immediate Re-
lease:  Editors, report-
ers, assignment edi-
tors,  
Date: Monday April 
20, 2020 

 
New Hartford Ecology 
Club Ready to Tackle 
Climate Change To-
gether While Apart 

 

On April 22, Earth Day, the New Hartford Senior High 
School Ecology Club will be kicking off a social media chal-
lenge to get area residents involved in at-home eco-

friendly activities.  Since their participation in the Adiron-
dack Youth Climate Summit in November of 2019, the 
New Hartford Ecology club created and is implementing a 
Climate Action Plan to make changes in their school and 
community to address the causes of global climate 
change.  The #getyourhandsdirty challenge is the Club’s 
latest effort to take action and tackle the ever present and 
growing problem of global climate change.      

Kira Corasanti, New Hartford Senior and Youth Climate 
Action Team Leader shared “Climate change affects every-
one around the world today and will continue to affect us 
until people take action against it. We centered our ac-
tions this year around a school cafeteria composting pro-
gram. In February, we started sending groups twice a 
week to collect compost from our cafeteria and bring it to 
a small compost tumbler. The club also received a $1,000 
grant from the Adirondack Youth Climate Program to help 
us purchase a larger compost tumbler. Our long range 
plan was to have zero food waste. In light of recent 
events, our Climate Action Plan had to change 
course.  Taking action now is just as important as it has 
ever been, even in the midst of a pandemic, so we are 
starting the challenge #getyourhandsdirty, where every-
one can feel like they are doing their part while stuck at 
home. To get involved we would love to see you start 
composting, plant a garden or a tree seedling or just pick 
up trash around your neighborhood (while social distanc-
ing of course).  People can also follow https://
www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?
i=lg0ki521q1gg&utm_content=arcg7xy to learn how they 
can be a part of the challenge.” 

“This group has been leading the way on climate change 
all year, so the fact that they are finding a way to make 
that happen from their homes doesn’t actually surprise 
me.” said Jamie McNair, New Harford Teacher and Ecology 
Club Advisor.  “I am excited to continue our work as we 
pivot and advocate for everyone to participate in small 
changes they can do at home.  These kids have an energy 
that is infectious and their actions have a gravity that 
draws people in.  Now more than ever, they fill us all with 
optimism and hope; I am proud to be a part of their team 
and I am looking forward to seeing just how many people 
will take the challenge!” added McNair.   
 
“The long trend in climate action has proven that youth 
are leading the way, but since we are stuck at home, we 
had to get creative with how we advocate for change” said 
Sydney Barringer, New Hartford Senior and Ecology Club 
Member.  “Youth climate activists around the world are 
taking their work digital, educating others online of the  
                                                             Continued on page 4... 

See Ecology Club Video at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=beDkb3_ytd0&feature=youtu.be  

mailto:shawnamulvihill@aol.com
mailto:kiracorasanti@gmail.com
mailto:oliviamfow@gmail.com
https://www.wildcenter.org/our-work/youth-climate-program/adirondack-youth-climate-summit/
https://www.wildcenter.org/our-work/youth-climate-program/adirondack-youth-climate-summit/
https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?i=lg0ki521q1gg&utm_content=arcg7xy
https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?i=lg0ki521q1gg&utm_content=arcg7xy
https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?i=lg0ki521q1gg&utm_content=arcg7xy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beDkb3_ytd0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beDkb3_ytd0&feature=youtu.be
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Ecology Club Media Release 
continued… 

importance of climate change and calling for action 
through social media campaigns, and even virtual webi-
nars.  Our Ecology Club decided the #getyourhandsdirty 
challenge was a great way to inspire individual climate 
action. The climate crisis didn’t stop because of Covid 19, 
and neither should we” added Barringer. 
 

New Hartford Senior and Ecology Club Treasurer, Nicole 
Farkouh shared “Prior to school closing, our efforts and 
planning was centered around implementing a school 
composting program. The W.I.L.D Center’s Adirondack 
Youth Climate Program really helped set us up for suc-
cess.  We created a solid Climate Action Plan and were 
awarded a $1,000 grant to purchase a compost tum-
bler.  While we can’t follow through on our original plan 
yet, taking action is as important now as it has ever 
been.”   Farkouh also pointed out that this pandemic has 
demonstrated that we can prevent the adverse effects of 

climate change.  Smog and pollution levels worldwide, in 
cities where they had previously been consistently high, 
have demonstrably decreased from ‘stay at home’ orders 
and the resulting lack of pollution from daily transporta-
tion.  
 
“Once we beat this pandemic, we will still have the issue 
of climate change at hand!  The same level of effort we 
are giving to “flatten the curve” and save lives today will 
need to be put towards saving future lives from the conse-
quences of climate change.” Farkouh added. 
  
Shawna Mulvihill, New Hartford Senior and Ecology Club 
President shared, “What a unique opportunity we have 
before us. Every one of us has this time at home, where 
we can really focus on what's important to us, and recog-
nize how important it is to connect with other peo-
ple.  Our collective action and willingness to stay the 
course of social distancing is exactly the kind of collective 
action we need to address global climate change.  This is 
the perfect time to help people see the connection be-
tween these two crisis and recognize that small, individual 
actions that people can take at home can have a global 

impact.”  Mulvihill is optimistic that people will take up 
the Ecology Club’s challenge to #getyourhands dirty, and 
has already started composting and gardening at her 
home in New Hartford. “I can’t help but think of the Chi-
nese proverb ‘The best time to plant a tree is 20 years 
ago.  The next best time to plant a tree is now’”.  Today’s 
small actions are just the beginning of what will be the big 
changes for our future” added Mulvihill. 
 

Personal Finance MVCC Dual Credit 
Class 

All of Mr. Goodelle’s students participated in the Ithaca 
College Stock Market Challenge this semester.  The chal-
lenge gave each team of students 1 million dollars to in-
vest  in the stock 
market for a 6 
month peri-
od.  Ithaca is 
awarding money 
to the top 3 fin-
ishers in this 
year’s competi-
tion.  First place 
will receive 
$5,000, second will receive $3,000, and third will receive 
$2,000.  Mr. Goodelle’s students have immersed them-
selves in this competition and their hard work and excel-
lent  stock analysis paid off.  There  were 226 teams in the 
competition across seven states in the Northeast and New 
Hartford  entered 10 teams in this year's competition.  The 
team “GLJSN”, composed of Logan Kraft, Joe Mammone, 
and Samad Chaudary finished 3rd overall with a total 
portfolio worth  of  $1,490,278.  They will receive $2,000 
for their stocking picking efforts.  All of Mr. Goodelle’s stu-
dents enjoyed this real world assignment and hopefully 
we can compete in the competition again next year. 
 

Mr. Goodell 

Logan Kraft Joe Mammone Sammad Chaudary 

Stock Market Challenge 
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Spartan Expressions 
 

April 13, 2020 
Dear Seniors, 
It is a tradition for the staff of Spartan Expressions, the high 
school newspaper,  to produce a senior issue each June featuring 
a brief profile on each member of the senior class, 
along with memories and reflections shared 
through photos, articles, artwork and poetry.  The 
whole “Spartan Nation” enjoys reading about our 
seniors, celebrating their accomplishments and 
sharing in their excitement as they leave New 
Hartford to pursue new adventures.  Over time, the senior issue 
of Spartan Expressions becomes a nice keepsake and a way to 
remember your high school experience.   
 
We are hoping to be able to gather information and photos of 
each senior and publish online this June. You can look at an ex-
ample of a previous senior issue here: https://www.newhartfordschools.org/site/

handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=5908&dataid=9914&FileName=Senior%20Issue%202016%
20small.pdf 

 
In order to produce the senior issue, we need your help.  Please 
do the following as soon as possible: 
 

  JOIN Google Classroom with the code: 6bhuxjq  This is 

where our journalism class and newspaper staff will post 
and gather information about the senior issue. 

 2. ANSWER the survey questions posted under the Class-
work tab. Your response to this survey will  help our staff 
write your profile.  By answering this survey, you agree to 
have your responses quoted or paraphrased and published 
online and distributed on social media  in June.  If you do 
not respond to the survey, we will print your name only in 
the senior issue without a profile.  Please encourage your 
classmates to fill out the survey.  If we don’t get enough of 
a response, we will not be able to publish the senior issue. 
Also, please make sure your responses are appropriate to 
share in a school publication or they will not be includ-
ed.  The purpose of the publication is to celebrate our sen-
iors, not to criticize or complain about others.   

 

 UPLOAD a Senior Photo.  Please upload a photo of yourself 
you would like included in the senior issue.  This may be a 
formal “senior photo” or candid. 

 

 Other ways to contribute:  If you would like to contribute to 
the senior issue by writing a reflection or a poem, or by 
sharing your original artwork or photos of you and your 
classmates, please upload those to the other assignments 
categories on Google Classroom. If you are interested in 
helping to write senior profiles, please email Mrs. Clive at 
jclive@nhart.org Our staff would appreciate the help. 

 

 SHARE this information with your classmates and encourage 
them to participate.   

 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has altered our way of life for the 
time being and many of us are experiencing feelings of anxi-
ety, disappointment and concern.  We hope this project can 
bring some hope and light to this challenging time.  It is our 
hope that working together on the senior issue will help us 
all to stay connected until we can celebrate in person.  We 
look forward to hearing from you. 

 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Jennifer Clive and the staff of Spartan Expressions  
 

Spartan Expressions is a publication of 

the journalism class and other student con-

tributors from New Hartford High School.  

Our goal is to report on newsworthy topics of interest to students in 
our school.  Student reporters interview, research, write, revise, and 
design their own articles in the following categories:  news, opinion, 
sports, feature and creative writing. We publish approximately 12 is-
sues per school year. 

 
 

 

 

SPARTAN 

EXPRESSIONS 

https://www.newhartfordschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=5908&dataid=9914&FileName=Senior%20Issue%202016%20small.pdf
https://www.newhartfordschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=5908&dataid=9914&FileName=Senior%20Issue%202016%20small.pdf
https://www.newhartfordschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=5908&dataid=9914&FileName=Senior%20Issue%202016%20small.pdf
mailto:jclive@nhart.org
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FROM THE COUNSELING  
DEPARTMENT 
 

The Covid-19 Pandemic has left us all living in a different 
way than we did a month ago. While we go through this 
time there are things that can help maintain some normal-
cy in your life like: 

Try to keep a regular schedule/routine 

Stay active – get some fresh air 

Connect with your friends virtually (calling; using so-
cial media; Google Hangouts; Zoom; etc.) 

Connect with your teachers. They are emailing, using 
Google Classroom, and various other ways to edu-
cate and support you.  If you are feeling over-
whelmed by the amount of work, please let them 
know.  

 

If you are having a difficult time coping with the Covid-19 
there are supports available to you: 

Reach out to your Counselor or our Social Worker.  
They are available to help you!  If you need to talk 
with one of them, please email or call and leave a 
message for someone to call you back. 

Oneida County Mental Health Hotline 1-800-678-0888 
(8:30am -6:00pm) 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Children's 
Mental 

Health https://www.cdc.gov/childrensmentalhealth/
index.html 

New York State Office of Mental Health Emotional Support 
Line 1-844-863-9314 and website https://omh.ny.gov 

Mobile Crisis Assessment Team 315-732-6228 

 
Academic Planning has been completed.  Counselors have 
met with all students in grades 9, 10 and 11 to record their 
course selections for the 2020-2021 school year and re-
view their progress to date. We will send home a confir-
mation of your son’s/daughter’s course selections at the 
end of the year.   Students will be able to access their 
schedules on the Portal in late August.  If parents/
guardians have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
call our office. 

 

Most seniors have received decision letters from colleges 
by now.  They should be updating the college decisions in 
Naviance and be making final visits to determine where 
they will deposit for next year.  Students need to notify 
ALL colleges/universities where they were accepted of 
their decision by May 1st.  It is important for students to 
remember that their acceptance to a college is 
“conditional”.  That means colleges expect students to 
maintain their grades and can withdraw an acceptance 
once they see the final transcript!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ecology Club Environmental 
Challenge Covered on      
Spectrum Cable News 
 
Follow the link to see a story on Spectrum News...New 
Hartford Ecology Club Launches Environmental Chal-
lenge….https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/human-
interest/2020/04/26/new-hartford-students-launch-interactive-
environmental-challenge  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/childrensmentalhealth/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/childrensmentalhealth/index.html
https://omh.ny.gov/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/human-interest/2020/04/26/new-hartford-students-launch-interactive-environmental-challenge
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/human-interest/2020/04/26/new-hartford-students-launch-interactive-environmental-challenge
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/human-interest/2020/04/26/new-hartford-students-launch-interactive-environmental-challenge
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April 24th Letter from Mr. Benson to Students and Parents 

Regarding Options for Traditional End of the Year Activities 

Since this letter was published, it is important to note that Governor Cuomo has determined schools will continue dis-

tance leaning for the remainder of the school year. 
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Letter to Faculty and Staff 
From Junior Class Officers 
 
May 4, 2020 
 
Dear New Hartford Faculty and Staff, 
 
On behalf of the Junior Class, we would like to sincerely 
thank you for what all you have done during this difficult 
time. We realize that it has not only been a transition for 
the students, but also for the faculty and staff as well. No 
one could have expected this to happen, but all of you 
have certainly risen above this challenge and acted as true 
role models during this uncertain time.  
 
Thank you for being patient and being willing to modify 
the standard learning environments in order to accommo-
date all of the students. It takes a special group of dedicat-
ed, compassionate, and driven people to bring our school 
together even when we must stay apart. Your actions and 
dedication have truly helped us during this unique situa-
tion. Again, we would like to thank all of you for all of your 
devotion to your students. We miss you and cannot wait 
to see you all again! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Junior Class Officers  
 
Mohamed Aly 
Gina Cittadino 
Kyle Grover 
Emily Kobielski  
Leon Zong 

 

 

New Hartford Grad is Top 
American at WHO 
Fighting COVID-19 

New Hartford graduate, Maria Van Kerkove is a key player 
in the World Health Organization's fight against the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

Maria Van Kerkhove (formerly DeJoseph) is a New 
Hartford native, now living in Switzerland. Maria is also 
the infectious-
disease epidemiol-
ogist serving as the 
WHO’s technical 
lead for COVID-19. 
She has become a 
public face for 
WHO - partici-
pating in video 
press conferences every week - answering questions for 
journalists. 

In an exclusive story by The Hill, Maria Van Kerkhove re-
veals that it was her AP Biology teacher at New Hartford 
High School that sparked an interest in science that even-
tually led her to her new role at the WHO. She completed 
her undergraduate degree at Cornell University, a MS De-
gree at Stanford University, and a PhD in infectious dis-
ease epidemiology at the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine. 

Her twin sister, Alisa DeJoseph, revealed that the teacher 
who inspired her sister is Peter Goodfriend.   She went on 
to say, "We are incredibly proud of the work she and her 
colleagues are doing! She’s been working her entire career 
to respond to this event." 
 

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/493714-exclusive-meet-the-top-american-fighting-covid-19-at-who?fbclid=IwAR0GuNzdFQim1oUcA3LfXiMQK7c_qDCDTjn1mNBaROPtkFBTe6ueeJ3wrvw
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AP Examination Schedule 
Students have been contacted directly by The College Board and will take examinations at 

home via Internet 

Day/Date         12:00 Noon       2:00 PM           4:00 PM 

Mon, May 11 Physics C: Mechanics Physics C: Electricity 

and Magnetism 

United States Govern-

ment and Politics 

Tues, May 12  Calculus AB 

  

Calculus BC 

 

Wed, May 13 Physics 2: Algebra-

Based 

English Literature  

and Composition 

European History 

Thurs, May 14  Chemistry Physics 1: Algebra-

Based 

Fri, May 15  United States History Computer Science A 

Mon, May 18  Biology Environmental        

Science 

Tues, May 19  Psychology  

Wed, May 20  English Language and  

Composition 

 

Thurs, May 21 French Language and 

Culture 

 Macroeconomics 

Fri, May 22  Statistics Spanish Language  

and Culture 
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AP Make-Up Examination Schedule 
In case of illness or technological issues on original testing dates. 

 

 

 

 

Day/Date           12:00 Noon      2:00 PM          4:00 PM 

Mon, June 1 United States Govern-

ment and Politics 

Physics C: Mechanics 

Physics C: Electricity 

and Magnetism 

Calculus AB 

Calculus BC 

 

Tues, June 2 English Literature and 

Composition 

 

Physics 1: Algebra-

Based 

European History 

Chemistry 

Physics 2: Algebra

-Based 

Wed, June 3 United States History 

 

Environmental Science 

Computer Science A 

Biology 

 

Thurs, June 4  

Macroeconomics 

Spanish Language and 

Culture 

 

Statistics 

French Language 

and Culture 

Fri, June 5 English Language and 

Composition 

 

 Psychology 

 


